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IN compofing this Oration, it was the fpecial aim of 
the Author to adapt it’ to the auditory before whom it 
was to be delivered, having then no view to its publication, 
To this, for fometime, he withheld his confent, being fen- 
fible that the public were -already in poffeflion of numerous 
performances of a fimilar kind, and in which more ample 
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itations of particular friends, 
and of his hearers, hoping that its imperfeGions will be 
covered swith the veil of candorsisse2 fo. Lae 


Gn Oration, 


My: Friends and Fellow Mourners, 


rE the death of a frietid naturally excites in the hu 

/ man brealt the tender emotions of’ grief and for 

* row; if thefe rife in proportion to his worth, and 

to the benefits received from him, or hoped for ; what 

- muft have been our feelings ! ! when it was announced 

tous, Our BELoveD WASHINGTON ts no MORE. 
Alas, hei is lodged in the filent manfions of the dead 5 


emn and affecting thought! Who has not loft a 
Friend? and what country has not loft a: Patriot ? 
How fuddenly have our hopes been blafted, and our 
joys turned into weeping and mourning! But whilft 
this day we “Thingle.our tears'with millions of our fel- 
low-citizens, lamenting “the-death of a wi — 
and Benefactor of our Country— 


Let no murmur rife. With fubmiffion bow 3 
* Since ’twas the will of all-difpofing Heav'n 
“ Tor refume the boon, its kind hand a giv Wig 


— 


To us are ~pikcinowenry what mighty events reft upon 
the removal of this great pillar of our national inde- 
pendence, union and fafety. The faithful page of hif- 
tory has informed us, that the death of a great prince, 
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or great influential character, has often produced afton. 
ifhing changes, affecting the ftate and condition, not 
only of individuals, but of whole nations. ~ But whether 
any or what revolutions will enfue, ‘lies concealed in 
the womb of providence. To us as a nation, it mutt 
be deeply affecting ; and more efpecially at this critical 
period, when the nations in Europe are convulfed with 
war, and we in danger of being involved in the coms 
mon calamity. Where, if invaded, fhall we find-one 
like unto WasuincTon, wife in council and experienced 
ia-war; one whofe prefence, at the head of our S, 
would infpire them with equal confidence, and prove 
an equal terror to our enemies? The lofs mutt be ir- 
reparable. ae eS 
~In the midft of forrow, with which the heart is ove 

whelmed, on the death of thofe whom we venerated 
for their eminent virtues, and to whom we were attach- 


__ _ deGion of their virtuous deeds, whilft living, and even 
a recital of the various incidents of their lives, becomes 
afource of confolation ; it fooths the forrowing heart, 
and leads to an imitation of their virtues. _ To fub- 
ferve thefe. purpofes, may it not be-pecuiiarly grateful, 
to review theliferand-aétions“of the beloved man, the 
Jofs.of whom we this day deplore; indeed to give a 
juft and complete defcription of them, would. require 
not only volumes, but an abler pen. A thort fketch 
therefore is all that can now be eflayed. — > neagh age 

-Gzorcr WasuincTon was born of refpectable pa- 
rents, in Virginia, on the 11th of February, O-S. 1732. 
His education, though of a private kind, was aided by an 
able inftru€tor, under whom he made fwift progrefs in 
learning, and amaffed a large ftock of gia: gts 
ia Early 
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Karly im life, he difcovered a military genius; and bes 
fore he had reached the twentieth year of his age, re- 
ceived a commiffion in the adjutant-general’s departs 
ment, with the rank of major; and had but juft pafled 
that age, when he was called to a very hazardous and 
important miflion. — 

At this time, the French were in pofleflion of Cans 
ada; had extended a line of forts from Canada almoft 
to Florida; had made encroachments upon our lands, 
and were daily inftigating the Indians to murder our 
people. Under thefe circumftances, the governor of 
Virginia fent major Wafhington to explore the coume 
try; to treat with the Indians; to remonftrate to the 
French commander, who had erected a fort within the 
claims of Virginia, and warn him to defift. Amidft in- 
credible hardfhips and dangers, he profecuted this bufi- 
nefs to the fatisfation of his panthonens: and the ad- 


In 1754, ne was appointed colonel of a resnntnn 
and was conftantly employed in the defence ‘of his na- 


tive ftate ; fought feveral battles with the French and — 


indians,-in one of which he obtained a complete. vic- 
tory, making“tany-prifoners 5 ; in anothers-furrounded 
with nearly four times’ hisHittniber; “after a fevere con- 
fli&, in which feveral hundreds of the enemy ‘were 
flain, he confented to an honourable capitulation. 

In 1755, General Braddock, with two thoufand regu- 
lar troops, fent by the Britifh government to Virginia, 
being joined by eight hundred militia, marched againft 
fort du Quefne, then in poffeffion of the French. » Col- 


onel Wafhington accompanied him as one of his: aids- 


de-camp. The Britifh general, confident.of fuccefs, 
and — of the advice of his young American 
aid, 
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aid, on his march fell into an ambuth, and was flainy 
‘together with a great part of his regular troops ; that 
any of them efcaped was attributed to the fkill and 


._ bravery of the colonel, who, with the militia, covered 


the confufed retreat of the army, and was the only 
officer that furvived, whofe duty it was to be on herfe- 
back that day. ae a 

By thefe enterprifes he had gained much experience ; 
and a foundation was laid for a future and more exten- 
five difplay ‘of his military talents. By his ‘unremitted 
exertions in the fervice of his country, his conttitution 
appeared to be greatly debilitated, and a confumption 
faft progreffing, which induced him, in 1759, to refign 
all his military commands. By the {miles of that kind 
providence, which had deftined him to be the future 
deliverer of his country, his health was reftored. He 
Gen epelict himfelf to civil life 5 : was om Se pana 


nt Fa and a Disc or had court. 

In 1774, he was elected a delegate to the firft Con- 
grefs of the States, which met at Philadelphia, as well 
as to that of 1775: an ever- memorable | ear.” The 
long continued difputes between x reat-Britain 
were now brought to-a"¢fifis } “the blood of our coun« 
trymen had been fpilled on the r9th of April, by their 
troops, on the plains of Lexington. The die was now 
caft; we muft either fubmit to the galling yoke of 
flavery and oppreffion, or manfully refift, and vindicate 
our injured rights, at the hazard of life and property. 
We chofe the latter. But who was to lead us inthe 
perilous conflict ! Our political fathers, directed, as it 
were, by a voice from heaven, fixed their eyes on 
WasHIneTon, as the man: and accordingly, on the 
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rsth day-of June, appointed him commander in. chief 
of the American armies.. On the 2d of july heatrived. 
at Cambridge, (being a few days after the memorable 
battle on Bunker’s, or rathet Breed’s Hill), where he 
found a great multitude of militia, »colleGted from all 
quarters, even from Virginia: men naturally brave, but 
without order, difcipline, or recularfupplies’; “deficient 
in arms and ammunition ; diverfified alfo in manners, 
habits of life, and local nrejurdiaet. ~ Tovunite-thefe jar- 
ring elements, and reduce the whole to order ‘and uni- 
formity, was’a work: that none but a WaAsutNeTon 
could have accomplifhed. By degrees, he reduced:the 
heterogeneous mafs into form} eftablithed a regular fyf 
tem of defence ; confined tha enemy within the towns 
of Bofton’ and Charleftown, ahd’ prevented the 
making furtherinroads into the’¢ountrys = ©) 7 
What was our fituation before this? Look back, my 


* On Tort eae May i this t as t 
confternation. At fix o’clock, A.M. alarm guns were difetia 
the cry of plundering, burning, and flaughter was heard'in 
ftreets, ran froftfmeighbour to neighbour, andy: 
twelve miles in the courfe 6famshowny-andsbefore one Salcekeail: 
that.day, with furprifing, {peed andalegrity the militia, and others, 


place and its + vicinity, to the amount of nearly three thoufand, as 
Was then conje@ured. This alarm pis ep Ee the ap- 
pearance of a veffel, with tim os a bending’ its 
courfe .to the eaftern extremity: 0! 
landed oppofite to it, on» _ Grape ‘Where they im 
plunder. a large qu of tt difcovering 
floops, with ee oe noise ai 
departed, without doing mf 7 ther ‘ha eg a 
‘mall parcel of hay. af 2 eS 
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dark and gloomy day, when fadnefs and diftrefs were 
painted. on every countenance ; our harbour filled with 
Ahips of war ; our-capital with an army of veteran 
troops, furnifhed. with every thing fitted for {preading 
ruin and deftrudion in.our land; and we every mo- 
ment. apprehenfive, that. the next would call us to rik 
our lives i in defence of our houfes, our wives, our chil- 
dren, and all that was dear to us, Could this facred 
temple {peak, it would declare, what were our fears, 
what t the fenfe « of | our dangers ; for here we-aflembled, 
‘with arms in our hands, to worfhip the Lord.our-maker. 
But let us withdraw from this dark, to a brighter fcene, 
which o ch opened upon us in March, 1776... By the con- 
fummate wifdom and policy of General WasHIncToN, 

difplayed upo On. the heights of Dorchetter, ‘we ‘were ex- 
tricated from o our local fears and diftrefles. On the 
night afte rye of ae a ae by me coats 
fo ’ A Bs 


cffe€ ‘and eit ahaa dilparch _ which j it 
‘was “executed, Was almoft incredible. On the morning 
of the 5th, our enemies beheld it with amazement and 
furp prife ; 3 and € ven their commander in chief w was heard 


to Sella, I know not what,I eee “the rebels 
fave don More in ong pighty than my whole army 
could have done in months.’”’ Not long after, both 
their fleet and arm y abandoned the ftate. _ General 
‘WASHINGTON, ate arranged affairs here, proceeded 
to New-York. Except the fortunate event laft related, 
ill. fuccefs. attended our armies in almoft every quarter, 
till the clofe of. the: year 5 at which time a dark cloud 
hung 0 over all o our military concerns, and a. degree of de- 
fpondency was vifible e among all clafies of people. The 
enemy had overrun the Jerfeys, and had extended their 

triumphs 
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¢riumphs far and near +” elate with victory, they thouptit 
of little lefs, than our fpeedy fubmiffion’ to the will of 
Great-Britain. ~ General WasHincTon, with moft of 
his troops, had, for greater fafety, crofied the Delaware. 
Thefe, by ficknefs, battles; expiration of enliftmenits, de- 
fertions, and other caufes, were reduced to a fmall num- 
ber, and were difpirited, i provided for, and now in 
the cold of winter. In this trying feene, enough to 
have appalled the ftouteft heart, WasnincTon ftood 
firm and undifmayed. He looked within himfelf, and 
refolved, colletea taeeineréred troops, addreffed, and, 
as it were, infpired them with his own foul. On the 
night of the 2 sth of December, remarkable for the fe- 
verity of the cold, he recroffed the Delaware river, 
amidft its broken ice and a furious “ftorm of hail, 
marched to Trenton, and; at break of day, attacked a 
in of Heffi ians, a seit of whom, se the 

ain.” eer nN - - dre C) s, with 
the lok of | But two 0 killed on our fide, and t two or three 
frozen to death, = 

It was not ie before the Britith army purfued him. 
As they entered Trenton on one fide, he, with his little 
army, pafled“over-a_bridge to the other ; -the’enemy 
attempted to crofs it, Burewere-driven back. Night 
coming on, the Britith general retired, refolving to 
make a general attack the next morning; but before 
that time, General WasuincTon had marched his 
troops to Princeton, took three or four hundred prifon- 
ers, and from thence continued his march to Morrif- 
town, where he furprifed a patty, and made them prif- 
eners alfo; and then retired to a fituation favourable 
for the fecurity of his troops, where he remained un- 
molefted. 


Thefe 
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‘Thefe fuccefies intimidated our enemies, and difcon. 


certed, their plans 5 but. -raifed the drooping fpirits of 
our countrymen, gave a new fpring to all our military 


baz erations, paved t way, for the capture. oe Cenc 
pa ade 


Yo IN.1777, and to t that complete 
1 our arms were ultimately crowned, 
ated, furnifh us with ample proofs of 
| ee : 


bata 1: 77. 55 Sad part ha 1776 Bt ey younger 
frie s5 who were not then uaa oe of action, 


F year i ing,tex Pr arn om — ettled - 3 and in 
2 peace bee proclaimed i in America: _-an--event, 
ich: joy throughout. our country ; ; and. in the 


General's het, 4t was no-doubt exquifitely. felt. It 


‘was, ho  ob{cured;and his great foul brought 


toa. fevere trial. His brave.troops,.which had fought, 
ied san dueciayse under hi 


im; were now to-be-dif- 
at the head .of a victorious army ; 
“aloft naked and amnpaid -complaining,.and almoft 
mutinizing ; looking up to him, as their father, and 
2 fupporter 
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had {pent the prime of his life.” His capacious mind 
fully comprehended the true interefts of his country 5 
and as a faithful friend, and as a parent anxious for 
the happinefs of his family, he fhews us the path, and 
exhorts usjin-the-moft affectionate manner,eto walk: 
, therein. He does not reft hexes. but.in the c ofe of his 
addrefs, pours out his foul, in the moft fervent and im- 
portunate fupplications to the great Father of our fpirits, 
** that he would moft gractoufly be pleafed.to. difpofe us 
all to do juftice, to love mercy,and to demean ourfelves 
_ with ‘that charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind, 
which were the characteriftics of the divine Author of our 
religion; and without an humble imitation of whofe 
_ example, in thefe things, we can never hope to be a 


. happy nation.” 


The 
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» The: father and deliverer of his country had, for 
eight long years, devoted himfelf to its fervice ; and 
having reaped the end of his labow its peace and in- 
dependence, he now. refigned. his command ; 
ae an admirable. trait in»his. charatter, it may the 
obferved, that through the whole of it, notwithftanding 
bipcmeliog 2 trials and temptations, he neither violated 
‘rights of citizens, nor thofe of the civil magiftrate. 
_ For feveral “years, he sujoyed va ¢ Vernon, the 
pleafures. of dom eftic life; - cultivating® his *extenfive 
———: improvements in asriculture, the fa- 
ouriteobje& of his heart. In all other ‘things greats, 
he was great too asa farmer. “He had nine thoufan 


acres of land under cultivation ; "has raifed, in one 16 years, 4 


fever’. thoufand buthels of ahedt, “and ten ‘thoufan 
buthels of Indian corn, befides other produce.” re 
_ io fa i in ‘ena eras tivated, Yi 1c 
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ipa ext charge of 
f which he had no 


“aa i office he Berea with that modefty 
e, that is not feen but in minds of exalted” 
merit’; “rejeQting,-assinvallothier public appointments, 
fo,im-this, any any pecuniary confideration whatever. 
Life was now crowned with the higheft honour that 
his country could beftow. He had now to fet in mo- 
tion, a government, new in its form, untried before, 
and to give itits force and direétion. The world had 
feenthe great. Warrior ; they: now beheld the accom- 
plifhed Statefman, adminiftering his. government with 
wifdom, prudence, firmnefs, and. integrity, and obferv-» 
ing good, faith and juftice towards all nations. Our 
nation, 
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nation,<in- the°mean time, enjoyed unheatde-of wealth 
, oa fa ne Foreign nations faw and | ‘envied. it. 
iled ftate and corrupted policy - could not 
| fer America to enjoy abet py oy foon, 
fome of them ftrove to entangle usin their on 
tefts. France; which had attempted to énga 


sage 


ile x ays having failed of feet, had rec 0 
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December, 1799, then in the fixty-eighth year of his 

age, when the King of ‘kings and the Lord of hofts 
difcharged him from his warfare here below, to aflume, 
as we truft, a moré exalted ftation in the world above. 
By accounts, which ‘have ‘been publithed, “it appears, 
that his fickenets ‘was fhort and painful. On Friday, 
He was attacked with’ fpecies of the quinfy; on the 
évening of the next day, about ten o’clock, he expired. 
A thort ‘time before he died; he faideto his phyfician, 
“What is the Clock? How long’am 1 ‘to reniain in this 
Paes te 83 replied mene sma ~ He 


. cf angi rack’d his i sta fou 
a ag hcg the j joys of life oe if oe 


it this sitettownermms-wirete wae a an satlineblions of 
‘ites; that “attradted the Fan a fie world. 
and atroardiebred tia farce 85° engaging an 
“diligent a aed At a more 
amiable compa “his life, 

‘tionate; and towards his* 085 

An his intercourfe with aren he wasjutt, generous, 
“and humane.* He was temperate amiidft the higheft 


affluence, 
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affiuence, anda f{tranger to immoderate pleafures. Hé 
poffeffed his great riches ‘without vanity or profufion, 
diftributing them, as the almoner of Hangs for the 
benefit and comfort of mankind. | 

All his affairs, in preatnenattllgea in public lifey 
were arranged in- exact order, dnd. daily: adjufted,; fo. 
that the clofing {cené of life left them but baa Se in. 
arrear. + 

In public life, we have ia ions we ooh me 2 
Hero, Sage, and Patriot ; schelitbodily form was fuch 
as to command. refpeet 5 who feldom fpoke but with, 
force and perfuafion, or wroté but with eafe, ftrength, 
and elegance. His mind was comprehenfive, memory 
tenacious, apprehenfion quick, difcernment juft, and his 
judgment folid. His’ difcretion, and command of his 
paflions, were {carcely equalled; and to a collected 
mind, for every exigency, were joined an unfhaken for- 
titude “and patience; under» the fevereft» trials, and a 
refolution equal to every enterprife; nor was he lefs 
diftinguifhéd for his ardent love of liberty, of his coun- 
try, and good will to all mankind. His character fhines 
with ftill greater luftre, viewed in his éxemplary regard 
to religion, his ‘firm confidence in the Supreme Ruler of 
the world, and his dependance- upon Him, “as his duty 

and beft fupport, and.whofe providence he ever public- 
ly acknowledged in all thegreat events of his life. 

We dare not affirm, that he was {potlefs, and without 
error; for he was a man. But»we may venture to af- 
firm, that among uninfpired men, the world has rarely, 
if ever, feen one more uniformly great and good. Such 
was WasuincTon ! Surely heaven muft have endowed 
him with extraordinary talents. Some fublime principles 
mutt have been interwoven in the very texture of his 
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perfection human nature was capable of attaining, and be 
attracted to an imitation of his virtues? Oh may we 
never fruftrate the gracious intentions of Heaven! Let 
us hear him, whom we once loved and honoured, now 
{peaking to us in his leffons of wifdom ; learn them with 
engaged attention, and teach them our children.— 
Let us hear him in his example, and receive inftrudtion, 
Let all the people of America practically regard thofé 
political truths, and maxims of morality, bequeathed ‘to 
them in his laft legacy ; then hall we be a happy nation 
indeed. Let kings and rulers alfo hear, ‘and profit by 
his wifdom and example ; then fhall the peace and hap- 
pinefs of the world no longer be difturbed by their vain 
ambition, and the world blefs heaven, that WasHING- 
TON was born, With this day’s mourning, will the 
memory of him ceafe? No; the remembrance of him 
fhall never perifh ; his virtues fhall never die; they ‘hall 
thed theif behigh influeti¢e tipon the furrounding world, 


and furyive time itfelf, 
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